18 YEARS OF GENEROUS PUBLICATIONS

And

ABCom,

famous for

it's powerful

Linux-based

receivers is certainly
helping to make this
happen. They are decently
doing their homework,
constantly upgrading
hardware and software. It's
especially pleasant to see that
several drawbacks of their

revious model are already

fixed. Today we had a chance
to test AB IPBox 91HD at our

test centre.

The newer model kept all advantages of the
previous one. Both high and standard
definition channel reception, both in DVR-
5 and DVRE-52, both in MPEG-2 and
MPEG-4. You would rather prefer to help
vour grandma continue witching soap
operas on werrestrial TV, when the analogue
hroadeasts were shut of ! Rear panel is also
as good as belore, but something also wem
further here. If the DVBS tuner is installed,
a5 In our tes! model; in the lefl commer ¥
would find an LNB-input with a
corresponding Loop- Through output. All

the computer and network stuff is dealt via

USB-port, R5-232 and Ethernet conneetors.
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HDMI, 5/ PDIF and

Y Pb/Pr outpuls are responsible [or
the ervstal clear picture and sound, One
Scarl und three RCA connectors are there
rather for backwards compatibility, since
they would hardly let vou appreciate all the
benefits of HDTY, E-5ATA port and o
power supply output for an extemal hard
disk are there, although 91HD lets you
install a SATA HDD also inside the box! It
will be started when the receiver is started,
no more hassle with endless cables and
connectors, Mext o the main power swilch
there is a ventilator fan that protects the
powerful electronics of the receiver from
overheating. A really smart add-on!
However, most delicate users might find 11 a
bit loud. However, s no problem going o
a compuler store and selecting a more quiet
one. It might scem that official fimmware
from ABCom didn't change much, at least
in the first steps. The same wizard guides

you first through the Langws election

screen (OS50 can be displayed in English,
Russian, French, [talian, Dutch, (German,
Damish, Ceech, Slovakian, Hungarian,
Morwegian, Polish, Portuguese, Spanish,
Swedish, Greek, Turkish, Korean, Croatian,
Bosnian, Serbian, Bulgarian, Romanian and
Finnish, preferred languages can be also
selected for audio, subtitles and teletext),

then to Local Time Setfings screen
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On the next step you would already need
your antenna connected. In casc of a
satellite tuner, first press the red button
add step-by-step all satellites you're
planning to watch. Each can be
programmed with own [Teely-selectable
LOFs on the same screen, All DiSEqC
versions are supported (1.0, 1.1, 1.2 and
1.3}, which can make AR IPBox 91110 the
heart of your multi-satellite system. Once
all needed satellites are found, press “Exit™
o return o the wizard sereen, Regular
automatic or manual channel searching is
not something that Schumacher would
enjoy, but still fast enough for our regular
viewer, [1 took us 9 minuics 1o scan a
satellite position with 105 transponders, For
the unpatient oncs who simply can’t wait 1o
have the first picture on the screen there is a
“Quick load” function, which simply loads
the pre-stored channel list, So il you would
rather get o more actual channel list, it pays
1o be patient. Pressing *i”
channel list gives access to similar cditing
options, including our MOHD Favorite -
editimg the default audio volume for cach
channel. An elegant solution to an old
problem - how many times while zapping
around the next appearing channel rocked
your room with unexpectedly loud sound?
Mow i's enough o stimply adjust i's

in the main

volume in the channel list and voila!
MNobody will complain anymore that your
TV set is way too loud! PP is also as pood
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as it used to be. Two channels from the
same transponder can be displaved in
identically-sized windows, the second one
can be shown in a smaller window behind
the main one, channels then can be togeled
between. Since the remote conlrol is
identical wo 900D, it's the same second top
row of buttens on it “Multimedia™
submenu also has some PVR functions
included, these are “Recorded files™ for the
stored PVR recordings, and “Recording
Sehedule”™ for the old-fashioned recording
timer programming. Remaining three
options are solely for the above mentioned
“putside” files. Photos can be viewed either
individually, by double-chicking their names
with “OK™ button, or a5 a slide show, which
can be programmed by pressing the vellow
bution.
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M IPBox 91HD
Function: | Digital Linu:_:-l;usnd HDTV PVR
Channel Memory: 10000
Symbol Rate: 1~45 Ms/sec.
SCPC: Yos
DISEqC: 10014112113
Usals: Yos
Scart: 1
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