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The AB [I"'Box 35HD comes in the same
uniguely stvled white case with a stylish
design of flowers on the fromt, 1 stll think
they are chrysanthemums, although [ have
no afficial confirmation of this, The front
panel contains buttons to control the basic
functions. One of which, accessed by
holding down the menu key when powering
on is very important, It forces a change of
sereen resolution when the machine boots
up. Although the machine is supposed to
choose 1ts output and resolution based on
which are connected, I™ve found myvselfin
the position of having to use this method to
regain a picture on screen a few times,

The front panel is completed with a four-
digit LEI display which tries to display AR
[PBox S5HD Ideal Linux receiver with
plenty of additional software for those on a
budget play the first four characters of the
channel name. It sometimes looks QK. but

il you remember back 1o those old games of

trying to make words on a calculator

display, sometimes it doesn't really make

too much sense.
Under the flap, there is a single Conax card
slot = bul no USE port. The single

S S
— —_

L'SB is found at the back of the receiver.
This would be good to keep cables out of
the way if a hard drive was permangntly
connected, but could be infuriating if a
drive is shared with other devices, Alse on
the back panel, there is a single Scant
socket, HDMI and SP/DIF connectors for
digital video and audio, an 1TDMI output,
and the antenna socket and its
cormesponding loop-through outpul. And
that's it. Some people might miss a second
Scart, or component video, or sterco audio
jacks, but the set of connections has been
trimmed to only those that are most popular
and most necessary.

Switching on the receiver takes quite a
while to get the operating system loaded:
twio minuies or more depending on if a hard
drive 15 connected, The 35HD comes
already pre-programmed with settings and
channels for packazes and satellites
worldwide, The world of satellites never
stands still though, so there are plenty

of options for adding saiellites and
channels. A full range of DiSEqC controls
are present, allowing for fixed dishes,
swilches and motors, USALS 15 supporied
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for simple setup from just the

input of the receving location's

After giving in and referring
k to the manual, | am
reminded that everything needs
to be done through the concept
of “bougquets™. This term is not
o be confused with the
imetimes-used definition of a

bouguet beir oup of

channels on a single transponder,

or even a bunch of black chrvsanthemums,
gma-land this is the equivalent o

, the standard

ammed bouguet is indee izl

list, In f;

Whilst channels can be selected
andd viewed from the master list, taking the
time to copy them mto a set of
organisced bougquets makes the whol

cperience much be And once the
channels are in the list, they can be edited,
ed and moved around as vou'd expect,
. but a read of the

[ quite o long prog

manual helps vou find the bes
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it tor each situation, An even beller way is
tware on a PC to do it

more on this a little later.

The EPG is the easiest route into recording

onto an external hard drive if one 13

comnnected, The IPBox runs a version of

Linux which means several options exist to
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connect it to the outside world. Once

| the Ethernet LAN port. the
d by Telnet and FTP.

Telnet could be useful to those who have a

hooked up
box can be

ool understunding of Linux and the
receiver, FTP is more useful to the rest of
us. If accessing the rear USB pon becomes
Just oo annoving, just use FTP 1o ace
vour files over the network, using root as
the usermame and ipbox as the default

ord.

INFORMATION B

Model: | ABIPBox 55HD
Function: = HDTV Linux Receiver
Channel Memory: | Unlimited

Yes

Shannel Selection (TV) Provider/BSkyB

A% Rarmags

A/V Settings

Service Scan
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