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The new MNano N3 HD PVR has just amived
in our test centre. It is pretty decem box
with all oustanding features. There arc
several advantages o usimg a PYR 1w recond
vour favourite TV shows: no tapes to
rewind, the ability o pause hive TV,
integroted progromme guides, and senies
recording, plus a lot more storage space
than a standard VHS cassette. You can copy
programmes down onto video ape or o
VD recorder for archiving, if vou wish
Switching on the N3 HID PVR for the first
timie will give you a pleasant look. There's
no wanl for soltware o boot up. no prety
logo to sit through for those impatient
seconds that last forever when you know
the show vou want (o sce 15 already starting

hs soon as the power button is pressed,

we'ne up and runming and this speed is
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echoed throughout the whole machine.
Ihere's no delay from pressing a button to
the action happening on-sereen.

Switching between channcls and navigation
ol the menus is mice and quick. 1s a real
pleasure not 1o have o wait ar all. Serting
up the antenna is os simple as it can be
thanks 1o DISEQC and USALS. All we'd
expect from this kind of setup is avanlable,
from selection of INSEQC ports for muliple
LMBs through to a fully motorised system
with the positions caleulated from the user's
latitude and longiude. Just about every
other setup possibility 1s covered. A host of
preset options are available for LNB tvpes
and if yours is somchow not included, all
the required frequencies needed can be
added manually. Scannming for channels is
always the most tedious pant of seiting a
receivier up, there's
no getting away from
it. Mano N3 HD PVR
have done well
though. and the
menu clarny
continues into this
step. Onee the
satellites we want

scan are set, the
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Multi satellite search will search cach one
in tum — either for all channels or just free-
L=,

Omnie the channels are in memory, a
comprehensive editing section allows them
to be sorted. renamed. deleted. moved or
added to one of the favourites Lists, The
manipulation of the favourites lists is the

quickest | can ever remember using, il 15 s0

Faast it 15 almost o pleasure instead of a chore

I never thought the day would come when
I would hear myself saving that, Up 1o 200
channels con be added to each of the eigh
favourites lists, which can be renamed as
reguired, More immovative buttons exist
the HIX button gives us a channel hist of
only the HD channels, and this can also be
used as o [lenng button when inside the
channel list. There's also a recall button, but
ol just the usual recall button —this is
recall on steroids, giving us a menu listing
the 10 kst viewed channels W choose from
Thankfully w the USB connection on the
front pancl that worked perfectly. In fact,
even a USH memaory stick will do the job, |
tried it with an evervday 4GB memory
stick, and it worked with only occasional
Jumps at the start of recording or playbhack,
even with the high amounts of daa.
Pressmg the record button adds the show
into the receiver's timer, which is best

thought of a5 being just like the tmer found
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on an old VOR, remember those?

[he timer entries can be edited o ron daily
or weekly which helps a linle, but just
seven available tmer slots are simply
imadegquate for Iife i today’s mulu-channel
e user manual supplied with the box is
clearly written in English

Fime-shifting 15 also present — this can be
tumed on permanently in the sctup menus,
or aceessed as required by pressing the
pase button. All the operation and use of
the recetver is a child play. Indeed. it is ven
ideal and user friendly HD PYR

INFORMATION BOX

N3IHD PVR
TG High Definition PVR

Channel Memory: g
DISEqC: 1.0, 1.2
EPG: Yes
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